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Over the last two centuries, many scholars have considered the Gospel of John off-limits for all 
quests for the historical Jesus. That stance, however, creates a new set of problems that need to 
be addressed thoughtfully. The essays in this book, reflecting the ongoing deliberations of an 
international group of Johannine and Jesus scholars, critically assess two primary assumptions 
of the prevalent view: the dehistoricization of John and the de-Johannification of Jesus. The 
approaches taken here are diverse, including cognitive-critical developments of Johannine 
memory, distinctive characteristics of the Johannine witness, new historicism, Johannine-
Synoptic relations, and fresh analyses of Johannine traditional development. In addition to 
offering state-of-the-art reviews of Johannine studies and Jesus studies, this volume draws 

together an emerging consensus that sees the Gospel of John as an autonomous tradition with its own perspective, in 
dialogue with other traditions. Through this challenging of critical and traditional assumptions alike, new approaches 
to John’s age-old riddles emerge, and the ground is cleared for new and creative ways forward.

=
“For almost two millennia, the Gospel of John has been judged to be a theological work only. Now, leading experts 
are shining light on the historicity of John. At the same time, many archaeologists, surprisingly, are stating that 
John provides more reliable information on Jerusalem’s architecture than the other gospels. The present book is an 
indication of the new perspective on John, and it demonstrates that John is a major source for Jesus Research.”

 —James H. Charlesworth, George L. Collord Professor of New Testament Language and Literature, Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and Director and Editor of the PTS Dead Sea Scrolls Project

“The John, Jesus, and History Project discusses long neglected issues in Johannine scholarship. Over against well-
received traditions of interpretation and the ‘balkanization’ of Johannine studies, the issues of the historical value 
of the Fourth Gospel and of its particular way of representing history receive a fresh discussion.”

—Jörg Frey, Professor of New Testament and Early Judaism and Dean of Research at the Protestant Theological 
Faculty, University of Munich

“Nearly fifty years ago C. H. Dodd insisted that historical traditions form the bedrock of John’s Gospel. In recent 
decades this key question has all too often been brushed aside by students of earliest Christianity. The essays in 
this volume form part of an ambitious project which will ensure that the nature and extent of the historical roots of 
John’s Gospel will be back on the agenda. These lucid and lively essays from varied perspectives deserve a warm 
welcome.”

—Graham Stanton, Lady Margaret’s Professor of Divinity Emeritus, University of Cambridge

“I am deeply impressed by the first volume of the John, Jesus, and History Project with its critical appraisals of 
different views. It announces a new direction in Johannine scholarship, concentrating on the many still unsolved 
and disputed historical questions in the Fourth Gospel, especially its relation to the real Jesus of Nazareth and its 
messianic claim. Because the Jewish background of the Fourth Gospel is rediscovered, doors are opened for a new 
approach to Jesus traditions in the Johannine corpus. 

—Martin Hengel, Professor of New Testament Emeritus, University of Tübingen

“Inviting some of the best Johannine scholars to deal with some of the most burning and central historical issues 
in the Gospel of John is a winning recipe! These articles seriously engage with the problems at hand and do so with 
the finesse and academic integrity that are befitting of the best of Johannine scholarship.” 

—Jan van der Watt, University of Pretoria, South Africa
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